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1o the Szpate, to day, there was an avalacche
of meworials in favor of womao soffrage. The
Siiver bill was further discpsscd by Mr. Davis,
of W. Va., aod oihers.

Ta the House of Represeotatives the States
were called for bills, &z., aod a large oumber
introduced and referred. -The Piovcer Mills
bill was defeated.

Both houses agreed upon the order of cere-
mopies for the reception of a pictare of the
signiog of the Emancipation Preclamation,
which takes place in the House to morrow at
2 p. m.

Mr. Chandler is after the President agaio.
[{~ now says that ‘‘after Mr. Hayes's actual io-
stallatioo, secured by a prior sceret bargaio,
that he sheuld do so, he actively and personally
tore down the lawfal State goverowents of
Sonth Carolioa and Louisiana and establizhed
rebel mob goveroments in their stead, vialsted
the republican piedgesto protect human rights
aud maintain the supremacy of the law, re-
leased pegro murderers whom he was elected
to prosecute and punish, gave Federal power
at the South to rebel democrats, glorified the
rebel soldiers at the expense of Uagion soldiers,
tauated the black racs with its helplessuess
and shamefully boasted of his betrayal of it.
Also that this, his degradation of himself and
Lis batrayal of his party, has aonibilated its
oreanization at the South, makiog republican
ascendancy there imposeible, and has almost
destroved the party at the North; so that the
oaly way to prevent a democratic victory in
1880, Ly reason of a solid South and a divided
North, is to promptly repudiate an administra-
tion and a poliey which is dishonoring, paralyz-
isg aod destroyiog thyg republican party.”
Some, who take asurlace view of thiogs, believe
that Mr. Chaodler represents only a small por-
tioa of the republican party, but thosz who
taik with republicans,and read republican news-
pap:r4, aod who can see beneath the vencer
ing put ou the President by officebolders, ap:
p'icants for office, and those who hope to be
benefited in some way by the Administration,
are convinocd that a favorable opportunity * for
offective oppocsition is all that is waoted by the
party to which Mr. Hayes beloogs, io order
for them to make it. Amoog republicans, he
is supported ooly by such meo as bave been,
are, or hope to be, direotly or iudirectly, bene-
fitted by his administration. The rest of his
party have no use for him, and would depose
him to worrow, if they could, were it not that
such deposition would be advantageous to the
democrats. Mr. Hayes ought to koow this as
woll a8 anybody clse, but he does rot, and i3
ptill cogaged in the neccssarily futile task of
teyiog to win back to hissupport a party whose
supremacy i8 incompalible with peace in ooe
half, and prorperity in the whole, of the coun-
trg. The only party upon which he can rely
for support is tho d emooratio—becansc, io sup-
porting bim thut party supports peace, good
will and prosperity throughout tho leogth and
breadth of the land—apd, yet, 1o response (o
tho demands of hia radical cocmiecs, he has
sopnounced that he will appoiot no more demo-
crats to office, though all he ever did appoint
would not amount to a dezep,

The Dead Popeland Sacred College.

Tle public were admitted to St. Peter’s to
view the remaios of the Pope at6:30 yesterday
morviog. The orowd was tremendous, and

wany women faioted from the pressure. A
compavy of soldiers had to eoter the ehurch to
regulate the passage of tbe crowd. The body
of the Pope, arrayed in Pontitieal robes, lics on
a crimaon bed, at each end of which stands o
member of the Noble Guard with drawn sword.
The bed is surrounded by twelvo large candela-
bra, and is so placed that the fect of the de-
ceascd are outeide the altar rails, in order that
the taithful may kiss them. The faco is calm
and unchanged by death,

T'o-day, oo the arrival of the foreiga Cardi-
pals at Rowme, tho Saered College will perma-
neotly eonstitutn itself in congregation, A bull
left by Pius 1X. authorized the Cardioals to
deviate fromn the established prooedure, but
docs not prescribe any speeial new rules.

The Riforma statos that the Conclave will
lost & locg time. At one of the pext coogre
gations the Cardinals will coosider the question
of permitting absent Cardinals to telegraph
their voles.

The Riforma also states that Monsignor Las:
agoi, Actiog Papal Sccretary of State, has sent
n note to the Nuncios protesting agsiost aoy
Pow[er cxceroising the veto, and -stating that
perfeot tranquility and independenee =aro as-
sured to tho Conclave in Kome. The Italian
Governmeot bas ordercd cight additional bat-
tallions to Rome,

The ncwspapers_narrate a stormy aod acri-
80{:119&1 sno‘n‘o at Ii<idav’s (_Jongrf.-gaitlitullll of dth?
ardipals, (", """ ~ ~a_gt the head o
the extpr ardioal Manmu,‘ X, 16 moet
~ at. M #romists, wishing the Uonolavhe, oo™

.dalta. Kven the word ‘‘schism’’ :
‘been .4 " | ater events conour that the mindGY

ageiost holding the Conolave at Rome is iosi¥”
pificant. - o

The Riforma says: “The Roman and Ger-
man Cardinals wish to elect a Pope of ad-
vaccad age; the Italians, one not intimately
connected with the eveots of the late reigo.
The Italian Government has telegraphed the
foreign governments pledgiog the security of tho
Conolave.”

Ex-Senator Wade’s Condition.

CincINNATL, O., Feb. 11.—Dispatohes from
Jefferson, Obio. late last pight, represent tnat
ex Sevator B. F. Wade is in a more critical
condition than af any time sioce he was first
attacked. Beiog in bis 78th year his recovery
is doubtlul.

The colored jurorsin the Anderson trial, state
to responsible parties that their verdict, *‘Guil-
ty, but recommended to the mercy of the
Court,” was given under the impreesion that
that was tantamount to an acquittal, and that
they were 8o informed by the other jurors,
Anderson has s dispatch, signed by John Sher-
man, Stanley Matthews, Garfleld, Hale and Dite
ty, earnestly protesting that Anderson was in-
nocent of any fraud, and denouncing his trial
and conviction as the exhibition of bitter sgec-
tional partisanship.
been releaged on a $10,000 bond.

J. Madison Wells has | 5%,

The Alexandria Delegates on the
hiate Debt.

Daring tke debate oo the Barbour bili, the
paseage of which was aancuseed in Saturday'e
Gazatte, the two members of the Hous2 of
Delegates from this city delivered (b= foliowiog
gpecches i —

MR, MUSHBACH'S SPEECH.

Mr. Mashbach stated that he approached the
discassicn of he debt qasstioo chilied 20d cm
barrassed by the reflzeticn that every oce with-
in the sound of bis veice had listeced to specch-
¢s on that sobjzet uwotil they -were weary of it,
bat he felt it bis daty to defice bis pozition and
give his views on tke guestion, zod io s0 doiog
he woald endeavor to refrain from recapitulat
iog arguments previcusly made by otber geo-
tlemen, aod czll the atteption of the Houzeloa
few considerations that seemed to baveescaped
the attention of the speskers who preczded
bim. snd bad not been referred to. Prelimi-
pari'y he would say that he was no Iriesd of
the Fandiog bill of 1571, He acd other gea-
tlemep on the floor bad been derisively called
“Funders,” uoder the idea that the priociples
and policy of that bill met with their fall ap-
probation, Sach was not the case with bim.
He believed it to be an unfortunate measore
and one of the causes of the troubles that now
coviroped the State and has brought to the
fisor of this House s0 many men committed to
what he believed to be noconstitutiooal meaz-
urcs. It is pot, bowever, the sole canse of the
preseot condition of affairs, That is azeribable
as much to the non-action of eucezeding legis:
latures, their failure to meet the case in time,
and their persistent devotion to the effart to
fiad out bow not to pay the debt, as it is to the
enactment of the billitzelf. Denusciations aud
fulminstions had been hurled thick aod fast
from this fioor against that uofortunate bill,and
to the righteousness of most of the strietures
be assented, Lut he would be biiod to that
which had passed ioto history, and deaf to the
legic of events, did he fail to rceogoizz the fact
that, bowever cbjectionable the Fuediog bill
way be, bowever unfortunate io that it tied up
and lost to the Siate the cootrol of a large part
of ber own'revenunes, howev-r in‘gaitous cveo,
it bus beep decided by the Suprewe Court of
thia State that it contained a contrzet which
canoot be violated, and aoy attempt direct or
indireet, sophistical or plausible, to impair or
pullify it, is unconstilutional, void and of no ef-
fec:. Gentlemen seem to thiok that the Court
of Appeals, seeiog the State of the public mind
and the present condition of affairs, will reverse
iteelf if a pow case is made up lor it, Mr.
Mushbach did oot believeit. That court is ecom-
pnsed of men 1ocapable of self’ stultification,
[Behiod the Fupdisg act, upholdiog aod sus-
taioing the coupon feature of it, is the consti-
tutioo of the United States backed by the pew-
er of the Federa! Goveroment, asd if cureourt
should fer apy reason reverse its decision, or if
it refuses ¢o to do and is itself “'readjusted,” it
then becomes necessary to get the Supreme
Court of the United States to turn its back up-
on a loog lioe of ils owo precadents. Itistoo
late to say that it was wrong to pas3 the aet, be-
cause it eapitalized the arrearsof interest, com-
mitted Virginia to the payment of war ioterest
and that which accrued during the rcconstruc
tion period, and withdraw from ber the con-
irol of her reveoues for a pumber of years,
Suffice it to say that whether right or wroaog,
frandulently or fairly, ¢ becamea law, and the
decision in Antoni v3. Wright made it an ac-
complisked fact by asseot that the attcmpt to
repeal the coupon featare of it violated a enao-
tract, and when that decision was rendered the

cootroversy,

The esurta canpot and will not go isto the
ecquiry wether a law passed by a legisla
ture was procurcd aod passed through fraud or
bribery, This has often been decided and i3
gettled law. Mr. Dlushbach continuing, ex-
plained the bill vow uoder coosideration, and
gaid that it was proposed by it to circumvent
the Fuoding bill of 1871, the Court of Appeals,
and the coostitation of the Uspited States by
meacs of a preamble. 1bat preamble sets

taxation i3 impr.cticable—that the revnuns of
the State at the present rate of taxation will
pot eneble the State to maintain its governmen-
tal organization by paying the peccssary cxpen-
gesincident thereto,and at the same time sustain
the eystem of Iree schools and pay the prescot
rate of 1oterest on the amount eiaimed ay the
principal ot the public debt, aod that the pre-
servation of the State governmeat is absolutely
oce-gsary.  The bill then provides that ¢f the
prescnt rate of taxation, viz., fifty ceots oo the
huodred dollars, one half thercof shall bo paid
an cash to support the coveronment, ten ccots
shall be paid ¢ cash to support (he [ree
gchools, aod fitteen ccots may be paid in
any way, say io coupoos, for intercst oo
the public debt. In other words the fricnds
of the present bill ackoowledging that the
[Pundiog bill was a contract by acd under
which ecoupons were made reecivable for Laxes,
aud though the Court of Appeals hag sustaioed
the bill, and though the cocstitution of the
United States pravides that no State shall pass
a law impairing the obligation of eootracts, yet
they elaim that the bill now uoder coosidera-
tion will stand the test of the courts, beeause it
is eesential to the preservation and safety of
the State,that it thould be passed and that the
State in the cxercise of its sovereigoty may dis-
regard the provisions of the 10th seotion of the
1st article of the U. S. Copstitution providiog
for the inviolability of sontracte—also that said
10th section only applics to contracts between
individuals, and not to sovereign States, &e.
T'hese positions Mr., Muoshbach said, though
plausible, arc not teoable. 1le would wot base
bis argument on Antoni va, Wright, which had
been read aod reread, twisted and construed
and dodged around, so often on this floor, that
the mention of the case had a aauseating cffect
on the listeners, but he would go back to the
beginning,

The State parted with such of its sovereign
rights as are in conflict with the prohibitory
clauses of the Couostitution of the United Statcs
when it cntered into the confederation of States
and assented to that comstitution. Prior to
cotering into the Union it had & right to coin
money, issuc bills of eredit, make treatics and
alliances, impair cootraots, &c., but it parted
with the right of a sovereign State so far as
the power to emit bills of eredit is concerned—
o far as the right to coin money is coresrned—
go far as the right to make treatics and alli-
ances i8 conoerned—and so far as the power to
pass any law impairing the obligations of con-
traots is concerned. The Stale is sovereign
only ia those powers nol delegated to the
Ubited States,

It asserted that to form a more perfeet
Union, to establish justioe, and (o promote the

~eoperal wellare it world subordinate its sov-

ereif Xy 1o l'.l?‘f)articula‘féf““me"“ﬁd- oy
1tis truo that gentlemél should nt oy
the hard experiences of the pa$t,2ad cease the
assertion of those doctrives of State rights,
which the results of the war, (he decisioos of
the courts as now constituted, and the present
and prevailing constraction of the character of’
our Goveroment should convince them is mere
deolamation. It is cruel to lead the people to
believe that this bill will relieve them of their
difficulties. Mr. Musbach, asa demoorat counld
not assent to the destruction cf State rights
and the oentraliziog tendencies of the age, but
oeither could he closs his eyes to the signs of
the times, and the now accepted and eqforoed
doctrines on that subject. Members on this floor
go as far beyond John C. Calboun in this mat-
ter of sovereignty as Calboun went beyond
Webster, But the supporters of the Barbour
bill, while acknowledging the existence of the
provision *against the obligation of contracts,
propose to override and circumvent it by and
through the efficacy of a preamble, containing
statements which are not, faots, but which-they
the courts cannot enquire into or go behind
because it is the declaration of the political

watter passed out of the range and domain of

out the stalemeats, thai a farther inerease of
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power of the State, the Legislature, end its
declaration that it is peczs-ary, 10 1mpalr 108
costeae: prestously weds io order 10 preserve
the State z0d give it coptrel of 1S GWo reves
pues, must be takea as tiuz sod incdotrovert
ible, apd justifies the jwpairiog. Mr. Mash
back ackaowledged the priociple that the judi-
¢'al power will pot interfere with politieal queg-
tiops or with the politieal power, further chan
to pass upino tha conatitotionality of their acts.
The coorts will pot go bebicd this preamble,
say the fcrsible readjasters.  Thbztis true, they
will not go Lehind it.  They will go right over i,
and beyood it asd heed it cot. They will go
back to ke origioa! fuodiog bill and say, here
is your costrast unfortacate theugh it way be,
stapd up to it. Yo caooot by a prezmble rid
sourselt of its oblizations.  An indirect, sophis-
tteal attemypt to avold it is as obpexious asa
a direct attemopt acd will weet with the =ame
fate that the direet attempt of 1872di). We
cappot be permitted to trample the Copstito-
tion woder cor fegt by mzars of preambles.
It a law was ictrodoezd in this Legislature
pakcd'y to provide that frow aod after its pas-
gage the State of Virgicia zhonld ewic bilis of
eredit or esia mooey, every member wounld
rise to bis feet and scoff at it as neeoostitu-
tional. It could searccly get a vote io this
body. Bat the position of the advocates of tbe
pew doetrine is such that if the biil to provide
for the coiniog of money, or for emitticg bills
of credit is preceded by a preamble containicg
the statement that it 15 oecessary to do so to
the end that the sovereigoty of Lbe State msy
be maiotaioed, aud to epable it Lo pay it3 gove
ernmental expzo theo the bill is unobize-
tionable, and the Coustitntion of the Uwited
States goes for naught. Suppcsea billisiotro-
duced providiog that hereaftcr nopz but white
perzons shall be allowed to votein Virginia, not
ope of us would wvote for it, its uoespetitu
tionality beiog so ncquestionable, But the ad-
vocates of the measure would then put a prefix
to it deelariog that the evils of umversal sut-
frage arc such that po booest men could be
elected to office, that those elected were incom-
petent, that they either fuiled to collect the
taxes, or stole tbem wheo reccived, and that
such a stare of affairs existed a3 to endapger
the safety ol the State, and destruy its govern-
maot and sovereigoty. Theo it seems the bill
would be iovuloerable, and the coostitutiooal
provision circumveoted, If this be true, you
can dcstroy the whole Constitution by a judi-
cious use of preambles,  This i3 an absurdity.
Mr. Mushbach guoted authorities (o eustain
his position, amoog others, 1 Kzot, com. 392,
and 2 Crapech, 297. He also =aid that the
{urther claim made by tize fricods of the Bar-
bour bill, that the cosstitutional provision
preserviog the inviolability of contracts applied
ouoly to contracts between individaals, and oot
to esptraces made by States, although such was
the opicion c¢f many men coctemporapeous
with the formation of the Coastitutinp, i3 not
sustainped by the authorities ol the present
day. Oa the contrary, pearly all (he leadiog
cases on the sobject decided by the Uaited
States Supreme Court, Woodruff vs Trapoall,
New Jersey vs Wilson, Flatcher vs Peck, Fre-
man vs Nichkel, and oumercesd others, arose
upon copiracts made by soverciga States, and
it was held they counld not impair theto,

Pastiog to another brameh of the sauljeet,
Mr. Mushbach eaid he could not vote for the
Barbour bill, because it was a partof, or a pre-
lude, or an opeoiog overture to a forcible read-
justment bill oo the basis of 3 per ceot. He
would oot consent to such a forcible measure,
oot only beeanse it was wrong in prisciple, bat
beeause, with the presest revenues of the
State, under rigid ceonowy, the State could
keep the wheels of goversment moving, and
) waiotain the publie school systcm—a system to
which he was the firm fricnd—and at the same
time pay four per cent, icterest on the public
debt,which the ereditors would willingly aceept
and compromise on those terms. Member after
member has stated upon this flosr that they
are io receipt of pumerous letters from the
creditors of theState in thisand other conntrics
to the cffect that they will gladly take a 4 per
cent. tax receivable coupon bond in exchange
for those now held hy them, Such a bill Mr.
Mushbach would vote for if it lelt the craditors
free Lo>aseept, and did not purpose to compel
them. It is capable of mathematical demon-
gtration that our reveoues will pay 4 per ccot,
and it is repudiation to pay less, for repudia-
tion consists as much io the failure to pay
what we are able as in the dircet refusal.

The report of the Finance Committee sliows
that :—
The net receipts of the Ststy of

Virginiasare reeneaneenss 52,419,214 64
From this they deduct the current

expences of gov’t...$1,073 845 33
Amount due public

T Yo o) £ T,

bR

407,742 85
— 1,571,669 18

Leaving net revenue epplicable to e
tho paymant of interest only $877,645 46

T'his statement has bern sent out broadeast
to the people without refercoe: to the faot that
with certain laws now on the siatute book, the
cfTeet of which has not yet been fully felt, hut
will be before the close of the fizeal year, and
with certaiorctreochment measures now before
the Legislature, which will be passed if the
“fanders’” can do it, the revenue of the
State will be largely increased, the governmen
tal cxpenses greatly reduced, and tho net
amouot applieable to the payment of interest
correspondingly angmented. It should be re-
collected that to the amount ol gross revenuc
as given by the Finance Committce should be
added the Auditor’s own estimata of $300,000,
to be reccived the coming year from the Mol
fott register, which, if repealed, will be replaced
by an increase of tax oo licznses to sell liquor
sufficient to make up that amount. It should
al:0 be known that we expeet to retrench in the
governmental expeoses of the State to the ex-
tent of about $350,000, by revisiog the ciimi-
nal laws, reducing the ecircuits, chaogiog the
mode of conveying convicis to the peoitentiary,
cutting down the pay of legislators and officers
of the governwent whenever it is right to do
g0, and reducing the oumber of members of
the House from 132 to 100, and of the Seoate
correspondiogly. YWhen this is done and the
Liconial scesion law begics to operate the oet
revenuo applicable to the payment of interest
will be largely inereased, and it is apparent, as
far as calculation and cstimates can prove any-
thing, that 4 per cent. on our eotire indebted-
pess can be paid without ineredsiog taxes. The
opposition to cconomy has oot come from the
much abuscd *“‘fuaders.”” The records of the
House and Senatc show that it was not by their
voles that the cconomiocal measures, so fur ia-
troduced, have been dclayed aod scot back to
the committee rooms. Mr. Mushbach sub
mitted a statement of the present liabilities of
the State, and a caleulation ol the prab-
able revenue applicable thereto, to sustain his

s =hy b - P
geiition  Hoanibeinmokicy the -statapent,

he omitted the amount due the sinkiog fund
on the Virginia bonds held by it, because
it was a question with him, and the same idea
was held by a number of members, whether the
present sinking fund shounld be longer kept up.
Would it not te better to pass & law to destroy
the bonds now in the fund and start a new fund
on different principles? Ought they not to
cease to bear interest payable by the State with
money taken from the tax payers, when they
have been once redeemed by the State? If this
was done, some $200,000 of interest, annuslly
increasing in amount, would be saved. Could
not the money s it comes into the sinking fund
be invested in securities other than those of this
State, which will draw their own _interest, and
not from Virginia's tax payers? 1Is it right for
Virginia by legislation to depreciate her own
bonds, and then go on the market and buy them
up at a discount of 40 to 50 per cent, put them in
a sinking fund and compel her people to con-
tinue to psy interest on them at their face value?
The constitution of the State provides that the
ginking fund shall be applied to the payment
and extinguishment of the principal of the State
debt, and shall be con#inued until the extin.
guishment of such State debt, but this ought not
to be conetrued to mean that when Virginia's
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bonds are bought up and put in the fund they
sball remsain and coatinue there, drawing inter-
est indefinitaly, If s tax for sicking fund pur-
poses is levied and continued, thatis, is colleeted
every yesr and used in tbe manner indicated,
iz not that & complisnce with the constitational
provision ? Does the constitation necessarily
require the continuance of the bonds themselves
after they get in the fund ? ’
Procceding, Mr, Mushbach faid that if ihe
bill now under consideration was passed and be-
came & law Do creditor could be expected to fund
iz bonds under the measare coming after it. It
iz a declaration to him that his new bonds weuld
be worth nothing, for it involves ths ides thst
wheenver beareafter Virginia may desire to get
rid of the debt she can do so by mesans of a pre-
ambla, The proper solution of the debtguestionis
to pass a fair 4 perct. bill putting all our credit-
13 or the same footing—consol and peeler—en-
force the pre:ent revenue laws, or if 1t is consid-
ered necessary to make certain changes, sub:ti=
tute something that will bring in a3 much morney
—enact and put into operaiion the economical
measarez now pending—then adjourn, go home
ard etay there for two yesrs. At the end of that
time there is every indication that tne debt
question will be settled—Virginis's credit re-
stored, her honor saved and further agitation
rendered unnecessary, In conclusion be ex-
plained his vote on the resolution of Mr, Harri-
gon, of Sussex, declaring it inexpedient to ine
creasa the present rate of taxation (50 cents per
S1C0) onresl and perconal property.

MR, HUNTER'S SPEECI,

Mr. Speaker:—I arise to say somethiog co
the sabject of the State’s indebtedoess. I do
pot desire to take up the attention of the House
f.r any length of time, and only say a few brief
words to explaia my position oo the public
deht.

I have, Mr. Speaker, carefally refraioed from
participatiog in either caucus (f the Geoeral
Aszembly, forio my humble judgment it cil
more to divide the conservatives amoog them-
selves thano a!l otber causes combiced. I did
not pledge myself in caucos to vote for any mao
or aoy set of men., Neitber did I pledge to vote
for any measare or measures, but io all booesty
of purpose to espouss those measures which
are most copducive to the welfare ¢f my con-
stitucots, and to the people of Virgioia. Such
being the c2s2, I have eodeavored carnestly to
fiod and follow throogh the taogled labyrinth
of the State debt some road which I ejuld coo-
ccicotionszly follow, aod I find there are but
three roads (o take, either one of which I must
choose.

The ficst propositicn is that to pay the io-
terest of the State debt we must increase the
taxation heavily.

The sceond ig to let the matter stand as it is,
and leave to posterity the task of catliog this
(zordian koot.

The third road is to make the best arrange-
ment we can with the creditors, and after show-
iog oar liaBilities pay out the whole of the as-
gets over our expenses ¢f ruooing the govern-
mecot,

I'hese thrce words are the ooly ooes we cao
travel, and we must choose either one or the
other of them. Aa for me, my road is chosen,
and I will follow it, no matter where it ends,
and no matter where it leads, and no matter
what the eonscquences may be.

As for the first propesition to icerzase taxa
tion the House by a vote of one bundred against
four refused to do so, and I thiok 1 epeak the
gecotiments of rioe-teoths of my copstitmeats
when L say that such a step is out of the ques-
tiop, and it would be a matracidal blow of any
representative that would be williog to add ooe
single peony to the fearful burden of taxzation
that the people are now staggering under. 1'he
public debt is like the old man of the sea strad-
dliog Siobad's shoulder, It is paralyziog all of
the State’s epergics, discourages immigration,
aod blocks all the wheelsof trade. Sir! souner
than to give my voice to increase the laxation
one cent I would let my arm wither and my
tongue refuse its utterance., The people are
taxed as much or more thao they can stand,
but even now when the ery of distress comes
from all sections of this commoowealth; when
the red flag of the sheriff haogs from so maoy
houses, to add to the present taxation as much
again, then, Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, I fur
one will never by countenance or my vote agree
to increase tazation one dime. It is the last
straw that breaks tho camel’s back, and that
last straw in the ebape ot present taxation |
for onc will never accept.

The second road which we can follow is to
let the vexed sabject alone, and to leave lo
-posterity the vexed task of settling it. To coo-
fees here that as representatives of the people
we are not able to mect the issue, and that we
shriok from the duty. I know not what others
call it, but I, sir, eall such a esurse cowardios;
cowardie2 of the most shameful stamp,and the
real cowardice of dishowor. For such a course,
would it be followed, would simply be repudia-
tioo, a repudiation of that lowest type of a
rogue, the speak thief, and not the open repu-
diation of the reckless, bold highwayman,

The w2y, sir, to meet all daoger, all trouble,
all woe, is to look it equare in the face, and in
all its magoitade the mountain of debt which
bas piled up uotil it reaches above our vision.
Asg I see the State treasury 6o empty that not
a dollar rattles in itg till; when I hear the eries
of distress amoog my people, and the wail of
poverty sounding io my cars; when my eyes
beheld the fearlul line of figures of what we
owe, and the small amount which we can pay,
then, and only then, I felt as if any measure
that locked to the solviog of this question, and
an amicable adjustment of this debt would be
emioeotly fair and proper and jast.

Sir, Llove Virginia. She s wy world, my
eartb. Qutside of her borders I bave peither in-
terest or ambition, As Caleb Cushiog ooee said
of his State I sayof mine: *‘Sir, I have roamed
through thn wide world to fiod hearts nowhere
waramer than her’s, soldiers nowhere braver, pa-
triots mowhere purer, wives and mothers no-
where truer, maidenos powhere lovlier, green
valleys and bright rivers nowhere greencr or
brighter, and I will not be tilent when I hear
her patriotism impugoed or her honor questiond.
Liviog,I will defend her, dyiocg, I would pause
in my last expiriog breath, to utter a prayer
of fond remembrance to my pative Virginia.”

Sir, I kave heard much spoken of the honor
of the O!/d Commonwesalth by men who bave
pcver made any sacrifice for her, Horor is a
graod thiog, the grandest on earth, dearer than
life, sweeter thao liberty, but as Madam Roland
pathetically said of liberty, we can say, ‘‘Oh,
hooor, what crimes arec committed in by
pame |”' Yes, a plighted word must be kept
when it canoot, I may promise to swim a river
and try, but after getting half way across, the
current carries me down with resistless might,
and I am glad to get back to the shore from
whence I left. I forfeit no hooor in that, my
will was good, but my arme were weak.

The proof of how much a man loves big
State wasshown by the past fitteen yesrs of
her history ; those who stood by her stgunchly
then, in her hour of deadly peril-and deepest
woe, ar5 the Goes most likely to guard and
protect her now.

Sir, I have done my humble share to keep
her honor and escutcheon staislessly fair, as a
proud soldier in the rapks of that glorious old
army of Northern Virginia, as & writer beauti-
fully styled them, *‘tbose tattered soos of for-
tuoe, aod the nurseling of maoy a dark and
stormy hour.”” I know what it is to wait dur-
ing the long mooths of the winter bivouao,
cold, balf naked and half starved, 1 koow what
it is to lay tossing, consumed with fever in the
couch in the hospital, with the pame tacked
to the headboard, so that if death should
claim its victim, bis name counld be written oo
a piece of plank by some loviog comrade to
mark for a brief time his last resting place.
know what the forced march is, when mad with
buoger and faint with thirst, the starved bat-
allions kept on with their shoulders galled by
the heavy muskets. Sir, the honor of Virginia
was dear to us then, it is a3 dear to us now,
With me the adoration of a boy for my State
has grown into the steady love of a man, Vir-
ginia i3 everythiog, outside the space of her
rimmed boundary is naught, She is my world ?

greater to me, dearer to me thanall the noiverse
beside. With Ler all my hopes, my desires,
my asperaticns lie, 2nd if I cou!d brinz peace
and prosperity agaio to her ; if I could make
giad the bearr, and brighteo tke eye of every
soo and daoghter of my loved Old Commoo-
wealth by lagiog dowo my life. Sir, [ spesk
from the bottom of my beart and not from the
tip of my toogue, when I say I won'd do it
willingly, cheerfully, gladly, proudly,

Aod wow, sir, 1 come to the Barbouor biil,
which has excited all this diseassioe. )
leame here, :ir, an extremist, and what is
known as a last dollar man ; I came with thbe
inteotion of listening to no compromise short
of keeping faith with the ecreditors, bat, sir,
my views sincz I have bad the honor of beiog a
member of this House,bave undergonea radical
chaoge. I bave seen maoy tbings I bad ocidea
of before ; 1 have scen tbat the management
of the treasury is all wroog; I bave seen that
the treasary of the proud cld State is absolately
bankrupt ; I bave seen member after member
get up oo this flaor and denounnce the fundiog
act as the lliad of all our woes, and I have
sezn cvery canservativa member of this House,
with tbe exception of two, get up acd vote
agaiost apy increase cf taxation. This beiog
the case, bow do we stand 7 What position do
w2 occury ? Qaly this: if the debt must be
szttled and the fuodiog act regarded, then the
taxation must be increased ; if taxation is oot
increzsed then the whole contract of the fund-
icg act {alls to the grousd. *“‘Talsus in uoo,
falsus io omoum,” is a good ¢ld motto which
snits cur case exactly, If we doo’t iocrease
tazation to meet our obligatioss then what in
the pame of God are we to do; sit dowa, wait,
and cower belore tbe storm ; I, for oce, say
pever, aod believing that the salvation of the
conservative parly in this State (which is
beiog divided into two bLostile classes,) de-
peods oo 3 spzedy adjustmeot of the debt gqaes-
tion, I shall vote for the Barbour bill as the
only ooe which is likely to zcecomplish that
object. Three per esot. is guaranoteed, certaio,
acd all the increzsed revenue goes io the eink-
iog fund. T muost confess I would rather the
ratc of juterest wonld be four per cant, but as
the distinguished gentlemen from Caulpeper,
who is chaitman of the Finanez Committee, re-
poris that the State caonot psy more, thea I
acezpt his word aod the words of the rest of
tht; committee as facts, and shall =support the
bill.

I do so all the more williogly because if the
bondholders are not catisfied they can abrogate
and pullify the entire lcpislative proceediogs
by applyiog to tbe Supreme Court of the State
and of the United States,

The gentleman from Matthew, ia ao elequent
and effective speech, bids us paunse before we
take a step forward, for fear we would slide
dowa a declivity. Sir, we have been pausiog
for ten years, aod slowly slidiog down to the
black depths of utter repudiation all the while.
We are like a sick patient slowly siokiog into
death, and the ery is don’t give him any medi-
cipe for fear it will kill him. Ot rather, like
the sick patient described by Gil Bias, who,
fallen into a chronic iovalid, sent for the two
most famous physicians ia all Spain, 1theppen-
ed that the surgeons were rival doctors, a2nd on
arriving at the house of the safferer, and beiog
shown to his room, they, instead of examiniog
the sick man, fell 1oto a violent dispate as to
the method of treatment, and both Deiog law-
yer3 once, they kept up the wordy and scieotific
contest uotil the paticnt died.

I intend to support bill No. 92, what is
koown as the Barbour bill. Some of its features
I do oot like, If the interest was fixed at four
per ot. I would vote for it eladly, but a3 the
State declares, through its Finance Committec,
it canoot afford to pay but three per ct., theo
I will support it reloctantly, bat still sapport
it, for 1 koow that uoless the Barbour bill is
passed, no bill looking to the ralief of the State
will be, aod affairs will go on from bad to
worse,

I bear gentlemen on the other side use as
their strong argument, what the world, and
what the North will say about Virginia’s hoaor
if she sealesthe debt ? Why, sir, whatdo we
care about what the world says, so that our
people are prosperous and happy., When we
were etruggling through the fery furoace of
civil war, when our people were beseachiog the
car of heaven, and invoking the help of the
world for assistaoce, did their fricodly sym-
pathy, or what they thought, so muoh as feed
our starviog soldiers ? I thiok pot, I know not,
I am certainnnt, And for the North, what do
they care whether or not, we are pros=
perous and hsppy. When we wero strug-
gling through the fiery furnace of civil war;
when our pevple were besieging the car of
heaven, and invoking the help of the world for
assistance, did their friendly sympathy or what
they thought,s0 much as feed one starving sold-
ier. Itbink not; I know not; I am ceririn not.
And a3 for the North, what do we care about
what the New York Tribune says about us?
whose articles are copied with so much satizfac-
tion by thoe funders’ organ in the State. What
do we care? Ah, Mr. Speaker and gentlemen,
low indeed have we sunk when such organs are
quoted to us a8 authority. The New York Tri-
bune prating to us to keep the honor of Virgin-
ia upsullied| The sublime impudence of choek
can no further go than that, The New York
Tribune, that hounded us down for years; and
when the barn-burner Sheridan devastated the
Shenandosh Vailey it came outin double leaded
tynes, in fiendish, devilish exultation, and said
that if Sheridan’s work was done that & crow
flying over the onco fairest portion of Virginia
would, because the land waz a desert and a waate,
be forced to take a haversack along with him,
Sir, you may as well attempt to find shame in a
charlatan, honor among thieves, or virtuo in a
brothel, as to find sympathy for Virginia outside
of her geographical limits,

sir, L shall vote for the bill. If events prove
afterwardsthat itis an unfortunate step thenthere
will be ona more regret added to my life; but
gtill I woubd have Lhe proud consciousness of
knowing that I acted from the highest, purest
motives, and if I orred it was an error of the
head, and not, thank God, the error of the heart.

Leiters from Richmond,
| Correspondence of the Alexandria (azette, |
RicaMonD, February 9, 1878,

This alternoon the argument in the case of
Lewis, McComb &ec., v the Washington &
Ohio Railroad Company was concluded. Mr,
McKenzie, the President of the road, was in
good spirits. Iondeed he laughed at the idea
of being displaced, Judge Neeson, omc of
the attorneys for the other side side, was one
of Mr. McKeraie's best pérsonal friends, and
took occasion to express to that gentleman the
regret bafeltat baviog to bearrayed againgt him
The Judge, after beariog the argument. decided
to apneciat a receiver and appoioted Mr, Cas-
sius - Lee as receiver with bond in the pen-
alty of $25,000, Tho decree will be eatered
on Monday, The argument was coocluded by
Judges Meredith and Neeson. The deoree
will displace Mr, McKeozie, the President and
all the corporation officials and subjects the
corporation to the immediate control of the
court for the bancfit of the ereditors of the
Railroad company. Mr. McKenzie was com-
pletely overcome when the decision of the
ocourt was announced,

There seems to be an impreesion that the
Barbour tax bill will pot so readily pass the
Sepate nor will Mr. Brooke's bill pass the
House. It may be thatan attempt to compro-
mise will be made, but I doubt whether it will
be successful unlees a eall is made for an extra
EEBSlOD. =
Rev. F. A. Meade, a grandson of Bishop
Meade, was to day ordained as a priest at St.
Mark’s Chuarch. The ordination services were
conduoted by Bishop Whittle assisted by Lev.
Dr. Minoegerode, .
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the dizpateh of the British 82¢tto thz Bort
ras restores to Ruseia liberty of aciion, 1;:;-. \
object is to es-opzrate in the mal ¥
order acd the attsiomeot of 3
equitable solntion of thz Easters _
fizet will bz weleomed 2= 20 znziliary, -+
rate, Rassia will regulate her attipiz ;.
of Eozlaod.

Gazette says:—''It was

Foreign News.
THE EASTERN QUESTION.
The Ruossizn Telegraph Ageney =:2:: ¢

(8641

Phreen,,
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Advices from Ragusa ziate thee o, |,

objects to Montencgro establishicz 17 .. ..
demarcation for the armisticz oo th: tao :
uti possidetis.

Bl

A recewal of boztilities beitwseen Tyri:e ..

Montenegto is imminen:, " R
The latest cfficial inteilizeze: froo 44,

ople shows that a complete undersiar oo
been arrived at betweeno the Hus.un
quarters and the Turkish dele
The further reply from Rassia gl 2.

Zales,

trian iovitation t3 the Copfereces ooy
that it is the intention of Russizpretspo..
tbe disenssion of eertain poi ke pre o

pery conditions, Iaspitz ofth
it is considered certaio io Au-rrisg ¢
cies that the Cosolerece: will mea:,
the same coofidenca do=z wot exicr 420+ .,
isfactor yresalt,

The rumors that the paac: yroizi .. .
cootain secret clamscs relaticg Lo the 5.
the limits of Balgaria aad ao aliages Lo
Russia and Turkey are depicd, although
voderstood that the wmajoricy of the 1o o
Mioistry favor ao alliagee.

Prioce Gortsehakoff bas noiified (Le
that sinc2 the Eaelizh Cabiszt has sel
seod a fl2et to Coostantivonie, cstenapy
protect the Christians, Reosstaalss contr e |
cecupying Constactizople from th= Lsi, 5
the same oljact,

The suthorities of thz Black Saa par 1 45
removed all restiietions oo the expirtol oo
and provisions,

The Turkish foreas have «vicuasi Wiy
Rustebues, Silistra, Belgradsehik ond )
ronm, and have withdrawo from the . |
Chekmejzb lines to a lise from Kuisk (i
mej:h to Akbunar, Thenzuiralz oz iz
milea broad,

The British fizet has ool yet pass=ai ¢
Dardanelles,

It is rumcred that the Porte, 13 puress:
of agreement with Russia, will deein:

a delegate to the cooferenee,

Prioce Gorischakoff iasists o3 pricio, 4
the conference, asd Ang=tria i~ inehinod
quiesea,

Austria is disposzd to havz the fiziec o 1
duration of the Russian nezapition ot D -r
referred to the eiaterence.

Three Austrian mzo of war have Leeo o7 )
to the Bosphorus, Lialian versels arcal- oo
there.

A oumber of Rassian sailors have eoc
land tothe Sea of Marmora to man certain Ly
ish meo of war whieh are aboat 1o 1
rendered.

Io the eveot of a rupture of thearmisiest
Tuarks could not reoccupy the Coostautin
lines, as the peuiral zone would remaio o ou:
uotil the ¢nd ot three dags’ pouee of the
sumption of hostilities. Preparatiorsar: i
iog to defend the icterior linus.

A St Petersburg correspondent tolacr,
as follows : —Notwithstandiog Lord Derly's s
planations, the sendicg of the fl2ec to Conain
tinople and the Parliamentary vote o ;
have produced a prolound lwpres-iau oo
Some thiok that these acts eanstirur air
of peatrality jastifyiog immediate war, I ¢
patelg the Goverament has ot aiog i
view, but 1ssipeerely desirous of avordioe fur!
er complicationa. 1t would be dangerous, ho
ever, to impase oa this conciliatory spirit, Vv
the general public, war with Esgland waull!
very popalar, and in tbe small circie ol (L -
who iofluence the foreign poliey of Ra-siv - v
cral urge stropg mea:ures.

The moment is eritical,  Iiven asimpue v
of tact oo the partof the British Cabint na
have moma:ntlous €1DSCqUILCS,

A Vieooa correspondent enufirms: the r |
that British aciion has produced = seriou-
press io both Barlia and Se, Petersbuig, |
questioned whether the Porte, by admit
toreign men of war, does not give Ru=<is
right to march on Coostantinople. AL
depend on which power cas telegraph the -
est to the seat of war, If the Russians 1l
may briog inflaece: to bear on the Porte o,
fusc a passage to the British flzec,  Disparci
from Coostaotivople rezecived Saturday o1
deoy that the Porte bas grasted perwis=-io.
which lnoks as though Fogland had applicd : -
a fresh firman. 1t is rumored that Austria -
instruoted her Ambassador, Count Zichy, !
apply for a firman to admit Aostriap vessci-
if the Koglish flaet is admitted.

Loxpox, Feb, 11.—Little confidence uati
is officially confirmed should be plac:d io ti -
maroiog’s Daily News’ Berlin dispatch, statine
thatPrince Gortschakcff has notified the Pow.r-
that since England hasresolved to senda {1
Constantinople osteosibly to proteet Christiun~
Russia also contemplates occupyin the city fr 1w
laod with the same object. Other advices
reot from St. Petersburg are quite to the ¢ u
trarg, The semi-official Journal D2 St, Peter-
burg yesterday published a very tewpeorat o
ticle commenting oo the dispateh of the Briu-!
flact. I'he artiele says :—*"As far as [lusau
conceroed we thiok this measure gught not ¢
mako her deviate from the poliey she has Lit:
erto followed. Loog before the last iacil
which now briog the Kaglish floet joto tli: s
ters of Constantioople that eventuality was {0
scen and was made the sakbject of instructioo
to the Russian commaoder ia chief. [f wear
well informed these iostructions dirceted that 1
0as3 the Ottoman Capital should be oceurrd
by the imperial troops and a Briti-h !l
should appear before the city, that the Gt
should be received with all the eonsideration
due to a friendly power, and that if the ore
sity for protecting the Jives aod property !’
British subjects should cause troops to be lan
ed, these should be regarded as welow
auxiliarics for the maintenaace of order as ok
a8 their activity was coofioed to that purpo- |
Now that the Eoglish flzet is approachiog Lo
stantinople aod bas there giveo rendevous !
flects of the other great Powers we may assuti”
that the same courtesy will be maintained
tween the paval and land forces of the differen
States, if they should meet oo Turkizh =i
Sixtees woaibs ago Lhis weasare Moy prop= i
by Russia aod refused by the Cabinet of Lot
doo. How much bloodshed and sufferios
might have been avoided by the aczeptanc: !
that proposal.” B
A Berlin dispateh to the London Tioe
says :—*'Russia has declared her resolve o,
aonex Bessarabiajdespite Ronmania’s protes"
LoNpoN, Feb, 11.—A later dispatch frov
Constantinople thao that dated Sunday 6 J. U
reportiog the non reezipt of intelligence tuues
ing the British fleet says:—""There is no bt
of the fleet yet," _
LonpoN, Feb, 11.—The Daily Telearap®
bas issucd a speoial edition containing the 2
lowiog dispatch Constantinople, Sunday pieht:
“The Porte has refused a firman permito
the British flect to come to Constantinopit
the ground that if the Sultan allows itthe fu ;
sian forces will probably occupy the ey, .
LoNDoN, Feb, 11.—A dispatch to Buult=
Telegram Company from St. Petersburg 533
“The Agence Russe issucs an ariicle repealis
its deolaration of Saturday that the cotiv!
the fleets of the Powers into the Bospli
yus st a moment wheo peace is beiog pegotitt
will igply full liberty of actioa for Russia, o
It says ;—""If the presence of floets 13 nete
gary for the proteation of Christians, this cut
beloogs equally to the Kussign troops. .. .
LoxpoN, Feb. 11.—This afternoon’s FallN.»
koown io all embassit
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